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hadley ford 
CEO of ProCure

how did you become CeO of ProCure? 
I founded the company with my partner, Dr. John Cameron. I became CEO and 
he became chairman. That’s the easiest way to become CEO – found your own 
company.

what qualities do you need to possess in order to be a 
successful leader in the life science industry?
You have to be patient driven. Whether your company treats patients like ours or 
pushes forward advances at the research bench, you have to put the patient first 
in every single thing you do.

as the first proton therapy center in the New york/
New Jersey Metro region, what do you want people 
to know about ProCure and its mission? 
People should know that there’s a better radiation alternative than 
traditional X-ray radiation (IMRT) for treating solid tumors. Awareness 
is our biggest hurdle, so I want people to know about us.

what is proton therapy and how do you get people to 
think differently about cancer treatments? 
Proton therapy is a more targeted form of radiation therapy that delivers 
significantly less damaging radiation to healthy tissues surrounding a tumor.  

Our mission is to encourage patients to advocate for themselves. There are 
many modalities for solid tumor treatment, and each patient approaches his 
or her tumor diagnosis differently. We endeavor to encourage both physicians 
and patients to educate themselves about all of the possible treatment options, 
including proton therapy, to help them become more informed about their own 
care.

The center has been open for a year, what were some 
milestones? what are you looking forward to?
Every day we are changing patients’ lives, which makes every day a milestone. 
Every single patient needs to be thought of as a milestone.

 Yesterday, I met a child from Spain being treated here. His life will be 
fundamentally different because he was treated with protons rather than 
traditional radiation. He will run a much lower risk of secondary cancer later in 
life because he was exposed to less radiation during this treatment. That is a 
milestone.

One of the more emotional milestones involved the first patient that we 
treated. While treating the first patient at ProCure N.J. was exciting in and of 
itself, it turned out that he was a close friend of my father’s. The patient spotted 
my name in a news article after successfully completing treatment at the center. 
He actually called my dad, (who has the same name as me) to ask him if he was 
related.  I happened to be with my dad when the patient called.  My dad said 
“Know him?  He’s right here!” and put me on the phone with the patient.  It was 
very emotional as the patient had a brain tumor and had been losing the ability 
to function normally prior to treatment.  Proton therapy gave him his life back and 
the thought that it was made possible through the son of his friend was nothing 
short of amazing. 

I look forward to continuing to grow patient awareness and acceptance of 
proton therapy as a treatment option. It will be a major milestone for me when 

any patient diagnosed with a tumor knows what proton therapy is, and how to 
gain access to treatment.  

why did ProCure select New Jersey as the location for 
its third center? 
We targeted the New York-New Jersey Metro region because it is the most 
densely populated area in the U.S. There are a lot of people who can benefit from 
proton therapy in this area. 

Initially, we looked into constructing a center in Manhattan but quickly 
determined that the location was cost-prohibitive. From there, we looked in 
concentric circles away from Manhattan, weighing pros and cons of potential 
sites before settling on Somerset, N.J. We determined that this location is still 
accessible to most people but avoids many of the costs associated with operating 
in Manhattan. The welcome we received from Somerset County Business 
Partnership Committee also helped us make our decision.

how does ProCure improve the lives of its patients?
ProCure benefits patients on two fronts: clinical acumen and patient care.

I’ve already mentioned the clinical advantages – proton therapy dramatically 
reduces exposure of healthy tissue to radiation thereby reducing side effects 
associated with traditional radiation.

Patient care is where ProCure truly shines.  We treat every patient with respect 
and dignity while providing them the support they need to battle the disease 
they are facing. 

Based on the feedback we have received from patients at our center, I know 
that this twofold approach works.  In fact, over the last 18 months we have had 
three patients at ProCure centers receive ProCure tattoos.  That tells me we are 
doing something right.

where does collaboration fit in with what you are 
doing at Procure? 
Our philosophy is that we will work with anyone to ensure that more patients 
have access to protons. We are open, transparent and willing to partner with 
anyone who can help make those connections to patients in need. We have 
worked with individual physicians, hospitals and hospital systems to make this 
happen. 

If people need and want access to proton therapy; we’ll work with them to 
make sure that happens.

  
how important do you feel networking is and how 
will you work with the NJTC? 
Networking is extremely powerful and is one of the ways which we can improve 
awareness of proton therapy.

We look forward to any way in which we can work with the Council to educate 
more people about the benefits of proton therapy. Conversely, we look forward 
to working with fellow NJTC  members to identify ways in which we can enhance 
our respective offerings.

Think ahead. where do you see Procure in the next 
five years? 
I see us as the leading healthcare provider of proton therapy in the United States. n
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