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Sixth Round of QED Proof of Concept Program Launches  

with New Partner and New Revenues 
  

PHILADELPHIA--(April 22, 2013) – The University City Science Center has launched the sixth round of its QED Proof-of-
Concept program. QED, the first multi-institutional proof-of-concept program for the life sciences and health IT, brings  
together academic invention, market insight, and commercial guidance as researchers are paired with business advisors 
to perform technical proof-of-concept validation for life science, healthcare and health IT technologies  with high 
commercial potential.  
 
Over the next seven months, QED will offer advisory support and the chance for direct project funding to researchers 
from 22 different institutions in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware as they position their technologies for product 
development and private investment.  
 
In order to ensure QED’s financial sustainability, all institutions participating in the program have agreed to contribute 
back a portion of their royalties or other licensing revenues from technologies that were supported by the program. 
Rutgers University is poised to become the first participating organization to return funds to QED. The "U1 Adaptor" 
gene silencing technology invented by Rutgers Professor Dr. Samuel Gunderson that was funded by QED in 2010 will 
return funds to the program via a licensing agreement involving Silagene (a Rutgers spinout) and Jiangsu Sinoyoung Bio-
Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd, located outside Shanghai, China. 
 
QED got a financial boost earlier this year when the Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC) announced 
that, through its Penn Venture Fund, it will invest up to $500,000 in the program.  PIDC’s loan will support qualifying 
research projects at Philadelphia-based academic and research institutions. 
  
“Rutgers’ revenues and PIDC’s investment demonstrate the growing importance of the QED program to the region’s 
tech transfer community,” says Science Center President & CEO Stephen S. Tang, Ph.D., MBA. “As QED continues to 
evolve, we will be looking for other clinical or technology focus areas, and for partners to explore these fields.” 
 
The sixth round of QED brings a new participant, Rowan University. "Rowan is entering a new phase in its evolution in 
line with our designation by the State of New Jersey as a research university,” says Kenneth J. Blank, Ph.D., Rowan’s Vice 
President Health Sciences. “Engaging with opportunities like QED is an important part of our strategy to ensure that our 
research programs focused on technology development and commercialization have a real impact on patients’ lives." 
 
About the Science Center 
The University City Science Center is a dynamic hub for innovation, and entrepreneurship and technology development in 
the Greater Philadelphia region.  It provides business incubation, programming, lab and office facilities, and support 
services for entrepreneurs, start-ups, and growing and established companies.  The Science Center was the first, and 
remains the largest, urban research park in the United States. Since it was founded in 1963, graduate organizations and 
current residents of the University City Science Center’s Port business incubators have created more than 15,000 jobs that  
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remain in the Greater Philadelphia region today and contribute more than $9 billion to the regional economy annually. The 
Science Center is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2013. For more information about the Science Center, go to 
www.sciencecenter.org. 

 
About the QED Program 
The QED Program was launched in April 2009. 22 universities and research institutions in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Delaware participate under a common agreement that defines matching funds and intellectual property management. 
The program has funded a total of 16 projects since its launch.  Among the 12 completed projects, five have resulted in 
technology options or licenses, leveraging more than $9 million in outside investment to date. QED has received support 
from the US Economic Development Administration, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Department of Community 
and Economic Development, the Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC), the William Penn Foundation, 
and Wexford Science & Technology, LLC.  For more information about the QED Program, go to 
www.sciencecenter.org/programs/qed  
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