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If approved, what would 
the proposed Open-Space 
Preservation Amendment do 
for NJ?

On June 20, 2013, the New Jersey 
State Senate passed a proposed 
constitutional amendment that would, 
if approved by voters, create a new 
fund for the preservation of historic 
sites and open space. The bill (SCR-138) 
received support from both parties, 
receiving only two “no” votes.  It has 
not yet been brought to the Assembly.

Under the proposed amendment, 
one-fifth of all state sales tax revenue 
would be set aside for the preservation 
of farmland, historic properties, “Green 
Acres,” and “Blue Acres.”  The Green 
Acres program acquires land that 
protects water supplies and preserves 
open space, including parks, fish and 
wildlife habitat, and flood prone or 
affected areas.  “Blue Acres” includes 
properties that have been damaged by 
storms or storm-related flooding, that 
appear likely to incur such damage, 
or that may buffer or protect other 
lands from such damage.  Under either 
designation, structures on properties 
purchased from willing sellers are 
demolished, the debris is removed, and 
the land is preserved as open space.

The program is proposed to last 30 
years.  For the first year, the amount 
collected would be approximately 
$246 million.  If passed by the 
Assembly, the proposed amendment 
would head to New Jersey’s voters, 
who have historically supported the 
preservation of open space.
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Incubator Spotlight: 
Meadowlands Regional Accelerator 

BY MICHELE HUJBER

One day in October 2012, there was an unusual parade 
of cars, trucks and pushcarts going down Wall Street 
West in Lyndhurst, New Jersey. It was moving day 

for the 11 startup companies that resided in the New Jersey 
Meadowlands Commission Business Accelerator, and the 
vehicles were filled with office furniture and supplies. They 
were moving to the residence of the accelerator’s new host, 
Bergen Community College at the Meadowlands, which was 
right around the corner.

By relocating to its new host, the accelerator joined many 
of New Jersey’s incubators that are hosted by a university or 
college. Michel Bitritto, Ph.D., formerly director of the Meadowlands Commission Business 
Accelerator and now entrepreneur in residence at the Meadowlands Regional Accelerator 
at Bergen Community College, points out there are many educational and training benefits 
for students and entrepreneurs associated with close ties between educational institutions 
and incubators. The College is immersed in growing jobs and in providing the educational 
environment and background in which students need to grow the economy. 

The affiliation with an educational institution has offered many benefits to the accelerator’s 
clients. They have access to student interns; by the beginning of this summer, 40 interns have 
been working with the incubator companies. Of these, two have already been hired full-time.  

The companies also are helping to enhance the classroom experience. Robert Jenson, 
president and CEO of incubator company Agreenability, a geothermal energy company, has 
lectured in “Green Pathways,” a college program that prepares skilled workers for the emerging 
industry of renewable energy and energy efficiency sector jobs. Another company is working 
with a professor to design a final class project around the company. The incubator is working 
on guidelines for students to get academic credit for the work they are doing for the companies.

The accelerator space itself has had a positive impact on the companies. There is a large open 
space in the middle, with individual offices around the perimeter. There are windowed offices 
with views of Manhattan and shared space. Bitritto notes that there seems to be more interaction 
in this type of environment, as opposed to the Meadowlands Commission Accelerator, where 
the companies were separated from one another. 

The fifth floor of the college has been turned into a class A conference center which can 
be used by accelerator clients. The center can accommodate small meetings as well as larger 
conferences with up to 250 people. The conference center has state-of-the-art audio visual 
equipment, a catering kitchen and views of the Manhattan skyline. 

Since the move last October, the number of companies in the accelerator has grown from 11 
to 16, with one more in the pipeline. As of the summer of 2013, there were 61 people employed 
by accelerator companies.

While the accelerator continues to grow, there also is work underway to refine its mission. 
The current mission is to grow the economy and assist with innovation, ideally focused on 
innovation-based companies, using the resources in a mutual way with Bergen Community 
College. Additionally, the College has a new president: Dr. B. Kaye Walter; she, Linda Emr, dean 
of Bergen Community College at the Meadowlands, and Bitritto also are looking at where they 
are and how best to define their mission as they move forward.

One new direction can be towards the healthcare industry. Bergen Community College will 
be breaking ground for a new building this summer in Paramus that will house the College’s 
health professions programs. Emr notes that the healthcare industry is one that the College is 
focused on; therefore startup businesses in that industry would help provide jobs that are needed 
in this area. Emr and Bitritto are working with the county to define other potential areas for 
economic development as they refine the accelerator’s mission.

The accelerator has space for a few more companies. Interested companies should contact 
Michel Bitritto at 201-301-1280 or mbitritto@bergen.edu. The Meadowlands Regional 
Accelerator is a member of the New Jersey Business Incubation Network, www.njbin.org.  n

Scott Fischer, Ciel Power Home 
Performance Consultant, works in one of 
the windowed perimeter offices at the 
Meadowlands Regional Accelerator.


