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Interest in coworking, where entrepreneurs, 
freelancers and small businesses work side-
by-side independently and collaboratively, 
continues to surge. Rightly so as more people 
seek out work environments that are inspiring 
and productive while providing a camaraderie 
not likely found at one’s kitchen table or in a 
noisy coffee shop.

Further, coworking has received a 
substantial boost in recent years as technology 
itself and telecommuting initiatives are freeing 
individuals to work from anywhere, at any 
time. Advancements in mobile, cloud and 
productivity tools make it possible – and 
easy – to run a business away from the 
traditional office environment. According to 
DeskMag’s Annual Global Coworking Study, 
there are now well over 2000 coworking 
spaces worldwide and that number grows on a 
seemingly daily basis.

In a post-recession environment where 
emerging startups have become more cost-
conscious, shared work environments also 
provide an affordable, effective solution. No 
upfront capital investment is required, and 
there’s no need to worry about leases, utility 
bills or buying office equipment.  

Membership includes more than a desk 
space. Amenities often include Internet 
connectivity; phone services; and 24/7 access as 
well as printing, copying, scanning and faxing 
capabilities. And, the coffee is always ready 
and waiting. But, the benefits of coworking 
extend far beyond typical office amenities.

A Sense of Community
Coworking caters to a wide cross section of the 
emerging technology community by providing 
a collaborative environment optimal for small 
technology startups as well as more established 
companies. Access to other entrepreneurs 
is vital, particularly in the early stages of 
launching a company. Despite all of today’s 
technological advances, relationships are still 
built faster when made face to face.

At coworking spaces members can swap 
ideas, generate leads and find jobs, potential 
business partners and other experts who can 
help them achieve their professional objectives.  
It’s not just about having a desk somewhere—
it’s being able to support each other, combine 
resources, stay motivated, and share the highs 
and lows of launching a new business. 

People forge friendships and want to see 

each other succeed, which probably is one 
of the most valuable aspects of a coworking 
space. Members very quickly discover the 
professional, personal and social gains that 
have become the hallmarks of coworking. 

While the average coworker traditionally has 
been a 34-year-old male, that’s changing as 
well. Coworking has become a way of life with 
mass appeal. It has truly redefined how we 
work. Offices—as we know them today— will 
no longer exist.

Professional Space on Your Own 
Terms
Flexibility is another key component of 
coworking spaces. Whether someone plans to 
stay for a day, a week, a month or indefinitely, 
there are many options available. Try getting 
that from a traditional office building. The 
space itself is equally flexible, usually offering 
a choice of communal tables, private offices, 
standing work stations and more relaxing 
lounge areas. Should a business owner need 
to meet clients or team members, many 
coworking spaces have conference rooms and 
audio/visual equipment available as well. Some 
spaces also offer virtual mailing addresses, a 

necessity for those looking to establish a 
professional presence while avoiding the 
security issues associated with giving out 
a home address.

Along with the opportunity to 
collaborate, coworking spaces are a great 
way to alleviate the loneliness and isolation 
that sometimes goes hand in hand with 
starting your own business. Members 
have the opportunity to participate in 
regularly scheduled social and on-site 
networking events that further cultivate 
interaction and camaraderie. They are 
truly engaged with one another. It’s 
not uncommon for a coworking space 
to schedule regular happy hours and 
lunches where everyone can relax and 
unwind with their coworkers. 

Nearly three-quarters of the coworkers 
reported in a recent DeskMag poll they 
felt more productive in shared space, 
and 71 percent experienced a boost in 
their creativity. Most of this improved 
productivity is a byproduct of the 
environment. n
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Startups Thrive In Shared Office Environments
There are tangible benefits to setting up shop in a coworking space—

even if just for a short amount of time. 


